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This is a very difficult meeting for us as a Presbytery this evening because we will be asked to dismiss 
6 more churches…a total of 11 in less than a year.  This includes 3 pastors and 7 elders who have 
contributed significantly on Presbytery committees.   
 
At the February meeting of the Presbytery Council we had some deep discussion about our situation.  
Much prayer on this matter is being offered before the throne of grace.  The Council revisited a key 
question:   “What is the Presbytery going to do?” 
 
The “Presbytery” (of course) is you…elders and ministers from our churches gathered 5 evenings each 
year…you are “the Presbytery.”  This lingering, persistent question is directed toward you sitting here 
this evening:  “What is the Presbytery going to do?”  
 
What can you do?  There are no simple answers…there is no help in the Book of Order.  But the 
question persists and it becomes even more pressing with each church dismissed.  All of you have 
reason to be concerned about this for your congregation.  The stress is mounting because there is 
another General Assembly next year.  The anxiety may reach a new level of intensity in your church. 
 
The churches that have been dismissed so far have mostly had very high consensus on the decision.  
That helps.  Some of you are here tonight from 11 additional churches that are somewhere along the 
road of discernment right now.  Most of you are seeing some significant disagreement in your church 
about what to do.  We must be especially concerned for you and those who might follow in your wake.  
We must not have the wreckage of shattered churches strewn across this Presbytery. 
   
So the Presbytery Council has decided to dig much deeply into this question, “What is the Presbytery 
going to do?”  Amy Na, moderator of the Council, will be reporting on the recruitment of a committee 
which will be charged with launching a comprehensive survey and season of reflection to find out what 
the situation is in each of the 57 churches that remain in Shenango Presbytery.   
 
This will begin shortly after Easter and it is vitally important that every ordained elder (active or 
inactive) participate in this discernment effort.  It will take a month to collect and collate the data and 
then everyone will have opportunities to reflect on what we are learning.  During the summer this 
committee will summarize the information and bring a report to the Council the day after Labor Day.  
This fall we will further consider our options. 
 
Please be looking for details on this important work for your session and inactive elders.  Without 
information on what is going on in each church, there is no way to understand what God may be doing 
with us in these disorienting times. 
 
And pray…this is a moment in our life as a Presbytery when we must pray because only God’s grace 
will see us through.  Will you pray with me now as I conclude my report? 
 
Lord, we ask not for simple answers…nor easy ways out of our dilemma.  We ask that you bring us 
closer to your Kingdom.  Correct us, challenge us, give us hope and encouragement.  Make us faithful 
to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 


