
Questions and Answers on the work of the  
Presbytery Future Committee 

Shenango Presbytery 
 
Q/  What is the purpose of this committee? 

A/ This has been a very disruptive time to our churches and Presbytery because of PC(USA) 
denominational issues.  We began 2012 with 68 churches in Mercer and Lawrence 
counties and we have dismissed 11 (leaving 57) with 11 more actively participating in the 
discernment process. 

A/ What is the situation in your church?  What do your elders think about your PC(USA) 
relationship?  What is likely to lie ahead?  The Presbytery Council observes that there 
may continue to be a great deal of change ahead and that we should inquire carefully and 
prayerfully as we discern together what is faithful before God right now. 

A/ The presenting question underlying this work is, “What might Shenango Presbytery do 
together?”  There is no guarantee that there will be an answer to that question, but we do 
want to provide a confidential report to each of the 57 sessions, giving them significant 
insight into the situation in their church through a survey of all elders, active and inactive.  
This will require that a significant percentage of all elders complete the survey. 

 
Q/  Why is this important? 

A/ The churches that have been dismissed so far have mostly been virtually unanimous in 
their members’ agreement on this action.  That is not likely to be as true in the future.  
Some congregations could experience difficult division and confusion internally and this 
could do serious harm to the peace, unity and purity in your congregation.  You have 
need for clear information about the situation in your church.  Is there anything that can 
be done that will help your church move faithfully through this crisis? 

 
Q/  What is the committee’s plan and timeline? 

A/ The Presbytery Future Committee met on March 17 and agreed on the following 
approach: 

1) Listen and reflect:   
• Ask all teaching and ruling elders (active and inactive) to respond to a 

carefully and professionally prepared confidential survey to collect their 
wisdom on what they think personally and what they believe to be the 
situation in their church (April 10 – 30) 

• After the results of the survey have been compiled, conduct several Listening 
Sessions around the Presbytery where we can reflect on what we have learned 
in the survey (May 16 – June 2) 

2) Prepare a full report for the Presbytery Council (September 3) on what was 
learned and understood, noting possible responses which we might explore and 
act upon this Fall. 

 
Q/  How will the survey work? 

A/ Sessions should immediately prepare a list of all ordained ruling elders (active and 
inactive) in their congregation.  This information has been recorded in the Church 
Register by the Clerk of Session. 



A/ Prepare a plan to have all active and inactive ruling elders begin taking the confidential 
survey online when the specific instructions are received c. April 10 

 
Q/  How can I take the survey if I do not have a computer? 

A/ The session may make computers available after worship (or other convenient times) for 
elders to use (with assistance, as needed), or the session will have available printed copies 
of the survey which can be completed and then someone in your church will enter the 
data online. 

 
Q/  What is the purpose of the Listening Sessions and when/where will they occur? 

A/ The compilation for the survey results is simply raw data.  It will not provide a perfect 
answer.  It must be interpreted and reflected upon through prayerful discernment by 
teaching and ruling elders from our churches.  The Presbytery Future Committee will 
announce soon the date, time and place for these gatherings open to all. 

 
Q/  What will happen after the committee reports to the Presbytery Council on September 3? 

A/ We do not have a simple answer to that question because we must first pray and listen 
and reflect together.  All that we can promise is helpful confidential data from your 
elders. The Presbytery Future Committee anticipates that it will be able to summarize and 
synthesize what is learned and provide the Presbytery Council with some options to 
consider for moving forward.  Ultimately each session will need to make decisions from 
there, but the presenting question is, “What might Shenango Presbytery do together?” 

 
Q/  What should we do now? 

A/ We are completing the Lenten season of repentance, leading to remembrance of the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Please use Holy Week and Eastertide as we 
move toward Pentecost (June 8) to…   
• Pray…in personal devotions, in your session and during worship with your 

congregation each week.  Ask God for wisdom and discernment as you participate in 
this spiritual work. 

• Participate…prepare to help every ruling elder in your church act on their ordination 
vows (still in effect, even when they are not serving on session) by completing the 
survey and reflecting with others on what the Spirit says to us through this period of 
our lives together. 

• Prepare…through listening to the Scriptures as revealed by the Holy Spirit and 
explained by the Book of Confessions (with the wisdom of the ages) for what God is 
wanting to do in your congregation. 

 
If you have questions, please ask members of the Presbytery Future Committee:  
 

Ron Cole   Lebanon 
Ralph Hawkins  New Wilmington 
Andrew Jillson (mod.)  Northminster 
David Lingle  Amity-Ebenezer 

Barbara McNees  Calvin 
Adam Rodgers  Stoneboro 
Alice Otto Sacherich Highland 

 
…or send your questions to office@shenango.org  


