
Dear Ruling Elders (both active and inactive), 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ during this holy season of Easter. 
 
You are receiving this letter because you are an ordained ruling elder of [name] Presbyterian Church. 
(Remember, you are ordained as an elder for life, so whether you are currently a member of Session 
or not, you still carry with you the designation of being an elder in the church.) 
 
The Presbytery of Shenango (of which our church is a member) is in a period of change. We began 
2012 with 68 churches in the presbytery, but we have dismissed 11 congregations to other 
denominations with 11 more actively considering their future with us. 
 
Periods of change are opportunities for self-examination, so the Presbytery Council (i.e. comparable 
to a local church’s session) is asking all elders and pastors in the presbytery to participate in a survey 
that will give the local churches and the presbytery some insight into who we are as we seek to adapt 
to changes and to move forward together as the people of Shenango Presbytery. 
 
The survey of 15 questions is now ready for you to complete. This is a carefully and professionally 
prepared confidential survey. Your responses will be collected with the responses from the other 
elders from our church and placed into a confidential, anonymous report, giving your session some 
helpful statistics and insights into who we are as a local church. The church will receive the report 
sometime in May. 
 
Some information about the survey… 

1. You are one of approximately [number] elders from the church who are being asked to 
participate in this survey. We are seeking 100% participation. The more people participate in 
the survey, the more helpful the information will be for the church. 

2. Anonymity and confidentiality will be of utmost priority in the survey, so you are being 
asked to answer the multiple choice questions with honesty. You will not be asked to give 
your name. 

3. The confidential survey will be conducted online. If you do not have access to a computer or 
the internet, I can make my office computer available at a time that is convenient for you. As 
a last resort, printed copies of the survey can be completed and then someone in the church 
will enter the data online. 

 
Here is the link http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/shenangopresbyterysurvey 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 


