
The Presbytery of Shenango 

General Council Meeting 

February 7, 2017 

First Presbyterian Church ECO, Greenville, PA 

 

The meeting was opened with prayer and devotions by Moderator, RE Judy Veon at 9:30 AM.   

 

The roll was taken with the following individuals in attendance: 

 

Judy Veon  Ralph Hawkins 

Alice Sacherich Chris Weichman 

Glenn Hink  Sean Hall   

Andrea Hall  Adam Rodgers  

Augie Hurst  Carol Mounts   

Tom Eidenmuller Kay Hilliard 

Nancy Aubel  Bob McCreight 

Dotty Mariner   

 

The minutes from the November 6, 2016 Council meeting were approved as presented.   

 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

TE Ralph Hawkins reported on upcoming Council and Presbytery meetings and their respective 

locations. 

 

Ralph and TE Adam Rodgers, chair of the Worship Committee, led Council through the proposed 

amendment to the Constitution (amendment to the Book of Order), which was approved by the 222nd 

General Assembly (2016) and recommended to the presbyteries for their vote.  With the recent 

restructuring of committees within the Presbytery, Council is now responsible for making advisements 

to Presbytery on any amendments.   

 

Council recommends that we concur with the Revised Directory for Worship (13 yes, 2 no).   Further, 

Council recommended that TE Adam Rodgers present an educational moment on the amendment at the 

upcoming presbytery meeting. 

 

Presbytery Fundraising Campaign 

 

RE Judy Veon welcomed visitors, TE Andrew Jillson and RE Gary Barr, who spoke on the presbytery 

fundraising campaign.  Andrew led the group through the campaign timeline and Gary spoke to the 

pledge that presbytery leaders will be asked to consider at two upcoming leadership gatherings in New 

Castle and Sharon.  Sessions will be asked to consider giving gifts starting with informational packets 

distributed at the Feb 28 presbytery meeting. 

 

Committees of Council 

 

Steering 

RE Judy Veon presented the report of the Steering Committee.  RE Faye Golden has resigned from 

Council due to health reasons.  Council will be nominating RE Nancy Aubel (Northminster) to the 

Nominating Committee, to be approved at the Feb 28 stated presbytery meeting. 

 



Beaver-Butler Task Force 

RE Judy Veon reported that the task force has decided that it is not necessary at this point in time to 

hold another joint presbytery meeting in September.  Instead, we will communicate to Beaver-Burtler 

our desire that the presbyteries continue to share other resources and events in the future.  Council 

agreed with the recommendation. 

 

Budget & Finance 

No report. 

 

Personnel and Procedures 

RE Alice Sacherich reported that they received around 40 evaluation forms for the Executive 

Presbyter/Stated Clerk, and staff evaluations were conducted last month. 

 

Presbytery Aid Fund 

TE August Hurst informed the body as to the purpose and uses of the Aid Fund.  Historically the fund 

has mainly be used for pastors, to help individuals through health and medical issues or life transitions.  

Typically the fund has been used in conjunction with a Shared Grant from the Board of Pensions. 

 

Property  

No report. 

 

Resource Center 

No report. 

 

Worship 

TE Adam Rodgers has been in contact with Rev. Jim Mohr, the chaplain at Westminster College 

regarding the worship service at the upcoming presbytery meeting.  The service will include the annual 

reading of the Necrology Report. 

 

Committees of Presbytery 

 

Camps and Conferences 

RE Kay Hilliard reported that Camp Lambec is working on the water issues on their property and may 

not be open in the summer of 2017 for campers or programs.  The board is also working on a 

fundraising campaign.  They are disseminating information via email to the presbyteries about their 

board meetings, and ongoing progress in preparing the camps for summer.  

 

Christian Education 

RE Andrea Hall spoke on the recent LeaderFest in January with Byron Borger.  The event was very 

successful, with attendance around 200 people.  One of the workshops at LeaderFest was not able to 

take place due to presenter health issues, but Westminster College is planning a similar workshop in 

March with Presbyterian Media Mission that our churches will be invited to attend.  College 

scholarship application deadlines have been pushed up to March 31st, so that the committee can get 

some face time with the applicants near their respective campuses before the spring semester ends.  The 

application will be online this year as well. 

 

Leadership Development Team 

TE Hawkins relayed that the Spring Pastor Retreat will take place on May 1-2 with Rev. Jen Haddox 

on the topic of the Lord’s Prayer.   



 

Committee on Ministry 

TE Glenn Hink reported that TE Beth Creekpaum has stepped up to become the Cluster 4 chair.  Board 

of Pensions representative Doug Portz will be at our June 27th presbytery meeting to advise churches 

on changes in BOP coverage.  An administrative commission is in place to help close the Kennard 

Presbyterian Church.  TE Bill Crooks is doing well in his fight against cancer.  TE Jim Latta is serving 

Trinity while Rev. Crooks is on medical leave, and a PNC has been formed to search for the next 

installed pastor.  TE Rick Vogeley is in place as Interim Pastor at 1st New Castle.  A PNC is being 

formed at Northminster in anticipation of TE Andrew Jillson’s retirement in May.  COM will host 

breakout groups by cluster at the February presbytery meeting, to help COM learn how to move from a 

more reactive model to more of a proactive style of supporting pastors and sessions. 

 

Preparation for Ministry 

TE Bob McCreight reported that they currently have 2 inquirers and 2 candidates on their roll.   

 

Presbyterian Women 

RE Nancy Aubel reported on the many happenings in Presbyterian Women, from coordinating team 

meetings to their upcoming spring gathering. 

 

Evangelism 

TE Sean Hall reported that they are getting ready to kick off their spring presbytery-wide challenge.  

They are encouraging everyone to read the book “Surprise the World” by Michael Frost.  There will be 

a presentation at the February presbytery meeting.  Each church has received a complimentary copy of 

the book from the committee. 

 

Mission, Communication, & Stewardship 

No report.   

 

Nominations 

RE Linda McGrath (New Wilmington) will be the chair of the committee this year, and their work has 

begun. 

 

Session Records 

No report. 

 

Report of the Executive Presbyter 

No report. 

 

Stated Presbytery Meeting 

The proposed schedule and docket were approved with the requested time allotments.  The next 

meeting of Presbytery will be on Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at Westminster College in New 

Wilmington, PA.   

 

RE Judy Veon closed the meeting with prayer at 11:25 AM.  Council will next meet on Tuesday, April 

4, 2017 at Mahoning Presbyterian Church in New Castle. 


