
The Presbytery of Shenango 
General Council Meeting 
June 6, 2017 
North Liberty Presbyterian Church, Grove City, PA 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer and devotions from the Mission Yearbook for Prayer by 
moderator RE Judy Veon (New Wilmington) at 9:41 AM.     
 
The roll was taken with the following individuals in attendance: 
 
 Ralph Hawkins  Miriam Gwin 
 Nancy Aubel   Evelyn Beebe 
 Carol Mounts   Frank Stratiff 
 Bill McKnight   Dotty Mariner 
 Jack Hanes   Bob McCreight 
 Rich Arnold   Augie Hurst 
 Adam Rodgers  Judy Veon 
 Alice Sacherich  Linda McGrath 
 Andrea Hall   Sean Hall 

 
 

The minutes from the April 4, 2017 Council meeting were approved as presented.   
 
Report of the Stated Clerk 
TE Ralph Hawkins reported on upcoming Council and Presbytery meetings and their respective 
locations.  Ralph then spent some time dwelling with the group on the Book of Order G-2.01 regarding 
ministry, ordination, and being the people of God. 
 
Committees of Council 
 
Steering 
RE Judy Veon reported that Rev. Doug Portz (Board of Pensions) will be in our presbytery for two 
days for informational gatherings at the time of our June 27 stated meeting.   
 
A draft service agreement contract with the national Fellowship Community organization was 
discussed.  The services we would provide would include financial and secretarial duties, as well as 
storage of physical records.  Council approved the draft agreement as presented, asking the Steering 
Committee and the Executive Presbyter to work with the Fellowship Community board to perfect the 
contract and present the final version to the June 27 presbytery meeting for approval. 
 
With the recent departure of presbytery moderator TE Chris Weichman, some adjustments will be 
made to the upcoming stated meeting.  RE Judy Veon, as moderator of council, will install RE Andrea 
Hall (Hillside) at the beginning of the meeting so that Andrea can moderate the entire stated meeting.  
 
Budget & Finance 
A draft of the 2018 Per Capita budget was presented for approval.  The presbytery portion of the Per 
Capita offering will remain the same again this year at $28.06.  Council approved the draft budget and 
it will be included in the upcoming presbytery packet for a first reading. 
 



RE Bill McKnight, Treasurer, reported that he met with the auditors during their annual review.  Given 
the overall situation of the congregation, he noted the possibility that the three presbytery loans to 
Word Centered Fellowship will go uncollected.  In order to more accurately reflect our assets, Bill and 
the auditors are recommending that the presbytery establish an “Allowance for Loan Loss”, equivalent 
to the amount owed on these three loans, or $24,950.  This action would not write off the loans but 
would indicate in our books the possibility that they will not be collected and therefore should not be 
considered a standing asset.  After much discussion, Council approved the recommendation. 
 
A discussion started around the cost of a professional annual audit, and whether it could be adjusted to 
every three years.  The Budget and Finance Committee will research whether this arrangement would 
be feasible. 
 
Personnel and Procedures 
RE Alice Sacherich (Highland) reported that they were finally able to conduct a review with Shari 
Getway, Financial Secretary.  Personnel reviews are now complete and there are no concerns. 
 
Presbytery Aid Fund 
No report 
 
Property  
No report 
 
Resource Center 
No report 
 
Worship 
No report 
 
Committees of Presbytery 
 
Camps and Conferences 
No report 
 
Christian Education 
RE Andrea Hall reported that presbytery college scholarships have been awarded, and will be 
announced at the upcoming presbytery meeting.  Work is underway for LeaderFest 2018. 
 
Leadership Development Team 
TE Ralph Hawkins reported that the Spring Pastor Retreat was a success, and plans are underway for 
the Fall retreat. 
 
Committee on Ministry 
No report 
 
Preparation for Ministry 
TE Bob McCreight reported that the committee will meet this Friday to talk with Inquirer Evan 
Wildhack, with the possibility of a recommendation to presbytery in June that he be made a Candidate 
for ordination. 
 



Presbyterian Women 
RE Nancy Aubel (Northminster) announced that the PW Spring Gathering was well attended.  The 
Synod PW Gathering will be coming up later this month and several ladies from this presbytery will be 
attending.  A Spiritual Retreat for women will be held this fall at North Liberty Presbyterian Church.  
Plans are underway for the Fall PW Gathering. 
 
Evangelism 
TE Sean Hall (Hillside) reported that the committee is still looking to gather stories from churches that 
read the Michael Frost book Surprise the World this past spring.   
 
Mission, Communication, & Stewardship 
RE Miriam Gwin (Bessemer) reported that the committee is doing “Cooking with a Mission” again 
September 18 - October 16 to raise money for missionary support.  Scott and Elmarie Parker (Lebanon) 
will be visiting in our bounds this summer, as well as Ingrid & Andrew Walls (Scotland).  The 
committee will again be hosting a Sunday evening reception during the New Wilmington Mission 
Conference.  A 5-way matching challenge offering for more food relief in South Sudan will be 
introduced at the June presbytery meeting.  TE Victor Makari (HR) will speak at the June presbytery 
meeting. 
 
Nominations 
RE Linda McGrath (New Wilmington) presented the slate of nominees from the committee.  The 
committee is recommending that presbytery retire the Session Records Committee and instead form a 
workgroup of individuals who will coordinate the annual gathering of clerks from our congregations.  
The workgroup would be responsible to Council.  The Nominations committee is also recommending 
that our various committees consider moving their meetings to an evening time slot, so that more 
persons would be available for participation in the work of the presbytery. 
 
RE Judy Veon (New Wilmington) has agreed to moderate Council for one more year to fill the slot 
vacated by TE Chris Weichman.   
 
General Assembly will meet in 2018 in St. Louis.  RE Jamie Schiestle (Coolspring) has agreed to be 
nominated as our Ruling Elder commissionary.  TE Bob McCreight (North Liberty) has agreed to be 
nominated as our Teaching Elder Delegate. 
 
Council concurred with the slate of nominees, and it will appear in the June 27 packet for election. 
 
Session Records 
No report 
 
Report of the Synod Commissioners 
No report 
 
Report of the Executive Presbyter 
TE Hawkins thanked elders Jack Hanes, Alice Sacherich, and Frank Stratiff for their six years of 
service as elected members of Council. 
 
Stated Presbytery Meeting 
The proposed schedule and docket were approved with the requested time allotments.  The next 
meeting of Presbytery will be on Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at Hillside Presbyterian Church in Greenville, 



PA.  The Moderator and Vice-Moderator will be installed during the worship service.  As a new 
practice in a stated meeting, incoming moderator RE Andrea Hall will interview a live Christian from 
her congregation, and subsequent breakout groups will segregate Teaching and Ruling Elders for 
discussion on discipleship.   
 
RE Judy Veon closed the meeting with prayer at 11:16 AM.  Council will next meet on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2017 at Hillside Presbyterian Church in Greenville. 


