
The General Council of the Presbytery met in a regular stated meeting at McKelvey Student Center, 

Westminster College, New Wilmington, PA. on Tuesday, October 29, 2013.  The meeting was called to 

order by the Moderator, Jim Mohr, at 9:30 a.m.  Jim opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. 

The roll was taken with the following present: 

  Jim Mohr   Alice Otto Sacherich 

  Bob Loch   Arnie Morris 

  Dave Hoge   Barney School 

  Frank Stratiff   Mark Arnold 

  Don Stanley   Kay Hilliard 

  Helen Nichols   Adam Rodgers 

  Dotty Mariner   Jerry Mahaffey 

  David Dawson 

 

The minutes of the council meeting of September 3, 2013 were approved as distributed at the September 

28, 2013 meeting of presbytery. 

 

David Dawson presented his report as the Executive Presbyter.  Dave called attention to various pastoral 

concerns in the presbytery.   

 

Jerry Mahaffey presented his report as the Stated Clerk.   

 

The report of the Steering Committee was reviewed.  The committee has begun to explore the report of 

the Presbytery Future Committee.  The committee is examining sections D and E of the report.  The 

Executive Presbyter Nominating Committee will be filled with the nomination of Tod Custer to be elected 

at the presbytery meeting.  The search process will begin with an orientation meeting with Bruce Stevens, 

Synod Executive.  The process will continue with meetings on November 15 and 16 at Villa Maria 

Conference Center.  These meetings are called the Foundations Retreat which will be held with Russ 

Crabtree.  The work of the EP Nominating Committee will continue in December and January and will 

have another Friday-Saturday meeting in February. 

 

The Steering Committee presented the name of The Rev. Tod Custer to be the seventh member of the 

Executive Presbyter Nominating Committee.  The committee also presented Bill McGary for Moderator 

and Eric Peters for Vice-Moderator of the Executive Presbyter Nominating Committee. 

 

David Dawson presented the report of the Budget and Finance Committee.  The council reviewed the 

payment of per capita for 2013.  Presently only 17 churches have paid their per capita for the year.  The 

importance of paying per capita will be discussed at the presbytery meeting.  Presently there is 

$81,747.85 presbytery per capita unpaid.   

 

Adam Rogers reported for the Worship Committee.  Plans have been put in place for worship at the 

presbytery meeting. 

 

Alice Otto  Sacherich reported for the Personnel and Procedures Committee.  Plans are being made for a 

celebration of David Dawson’s ministry with Shenango Presbytery.  The committee recommended that 

the Resource Center be designated The Margaret Troutman Resource Center.  The council approved the 

designation.  Appropriate plans will be taken to complete the designation. 

 

David Dobi reported for the Leadership Development Team.  Plans are underway for a March 10-11 

2014, spring retreat with Jonie Schwart. 



 

Bob Loch reported for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.  Skype will be used to present an 

Inquirer to be received as a Candidate at the presbytery meeting.   

 

Dave Dawson reported for the Mission, Communication and Stewardship Committee.  The committee is 

exploring new ways to find support for missions in the presbytery. The Ministry and Mission Budget for 

2014 will be presented for action at the presbytery meeting.   

 

Mark Arnold reported for the Nominating Committee.  Work continues to fill the vacancies in the 

presbytery.   

 

Kay Hilliard reported for the Camp and Conferences Committee.  Retreats are planned to help churches 

with confirmation classes.  The retreats are being held at both camps in November.  Call the camp office 

for information.   

 

Augie Hurst shared information from the Moving Forward Group, a group of pastors who have been 

meeting together to help facilitate exploration and discussion of theological issues.  The group’s 

document will be available to be picked up at the next presbytery meeting.  The group will be hosting a 

lunch on December 3, 2013 at the Shenango Senior Care Center where the document will be explained.  

The group is trying to form a network of interested persons to engage in and join in the practices 

presented in the document.   

 

The docket was approved as presented by the Clerk. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 11:30 a.m. to meet again at Trinity Church, 

February 4, 2014. 

 

 

 


