
The Presbytery of Shenango 

General Council Meeting 

September 5, 2017 

Hillside Presbyterian Church, Greenville, PA 

 

The meeting was opened with prayer and devotions from Matthew, Chapter 5 by Moderator, RE Judy 

Veon at 9:30 AM.    Judy called attention to the visit from Achol Majok Kur Kier, one of the 

International Peacemakers, coming up on September 25-29, 2017. 

 

The roll was taken with the following individuals in attendance: 

 

 Ralph Hawkins  Judy Veon 

 Dotty Mariner   Carol Mounts 

 Rich Arnold   Sean Hall 

 Adam Rodgers  David Esposito 

 Tod Custer   Matt Camlin 

 Dave Wilson   August Hurst 

 Mark Frailey   Nathan Leslie 

 Kay Hilliard   Nancy Aubel 

 Tom Eidenmuller  Andrea Hall 

   

The following individuals were excused: 

 

 Bob McCreight  Evelyn Beebe 

 

The minutes from the June 6, 2017 Council meeting were approved as presented.   

 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

TE Ralph Hawkins welcomed the new members to Council.   

 

It will be recommended to Presbytery, that under the provisions of Book of Order G-3.0109 and in 

response to a vote of the congregation, an Administrative Commission be elected to close Third 

Presbyterian Church, New Castle, and process the sale of the church property located at 1315 East 

Washington St, New Castle, PA.  This commission shall have the authority to conduct and conclude all 

matters related to closing the Third congregation, including transferring members to other 

congregations, distribution of remaining financial and physical assets, disposition of the church 

property, and transferring historical documents to the Presbyterian Historical Foundation or equivalent.  

Proposed commission members are TE David Clark (HR), RE Bob Bruce (Third), RE Sue Deck 

(Third), RE Kip Haas (Northminster), and TE Ralph Hawkins (Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk). 

 

Report of the Synod of the Trinity Commissioners 

TE Matt Camlin shared that in preparation for the Fall Synod Assembly, presbytery councils have been 

asked to spend some time in conversation around three specific “conversation starters”. 

1. What are the walls that divide us from one another in our communities, presbytery, and the 

larger PCUSA church as you have experienced it?  What are two things you might begin or do 

better in your presbytery context to break down the walls? 

2. What topics for discussion would be helpful considering this presbytery’s current leadership, 

needs, etc. (for the 2018 Spring Regional Connections) 

3. Based on the understanding of the common good, and the church’s call to seek the welfare of the 



city, what are a couple of things you feel strongly enough about in that call to nail them up on 

the church doors for all to see? 

 

Committees of Council 

 

Steering 

RE Judy Veon introduced the group to some proposed changes to the Coordinating Council Committee 

structure.  If adopted, the new structure would eliminate the need for a Resource Center Committee, 

and re-name Budget & Finance to Operating Budget, re-name Personnel & Procedures to Presbytery 

Personnel, and re-name Board of Trustees to Corporate Officers.  After some discussion, Council voted 

to adopt the changes. 

 

The following members of Council were appointed as the Corporate Officers for the next year: 

 President – 

 Vice-President –  

 Secretary –  

 Treasurer –  

 

Budget & Finance (now Operating Budget) 

No report 

 

Personnel and Procedures 

No report 

 

Presbytery Aid Fund 

No report 

 

Property  

No report 

 

Resource Center 

No report – committee has now been discontinued 

 

Worship 

TE Adam Rodgers reported that Communion will be celebrated at the September meeting.  Our friends 

at Lebanon have requested that we use the first 45 minutes for the Word, and then re-convene worship 

at the end of the business portion of the meeting to celebrate Communion together.  Council approved 

the arrangement. 

 

Committees of Presbytery 

 

Camps and Conferences 

RE Kay Hilliard reported that there was a shortened and pared-down, but successful summer camping 

season at Camp Lambec in Erie.  The committee is looking into the potential sale of the property at 

Westminster Highlands. 

 

Christian Education 

RE Andrea Hall shared that plans are in place for LeaderFest on January 13, 2018.  Rev. Dr. Steve 

Franklin, pastor at Meridian Church in Butler will be the Keynote Speaker on the topic of Discipleship. 



 

Leadership Development Team 

TE Ralph Hawkins reported on behalf of the team.  Corey Schlosser-Hall will be the guest speaker for 

the Fall Pastor Retreat, October 22-23.  On October 24, an evening gathering will be held for elders and 

deacons at the Neshannock Presbyterian Church in New Wilmington. 

 

Committee on Ministry 

No report 

 

Preparation for Ministry 

No report 

 

Presbyterian Women 

RE Nancy Aubel requested prayer for Coordinating Team member Dorothy Davis’ family.  Her son 

died a few weeks ago during a cancer treatment.   

 

The Spiritual Retreat will be held on September 21st from 9 AM to 3 PM at North Liberty Church in 

Grove City on the topic of “Being Mindful, Being Christian”.  The Fall Gathering will be held on 

October 21st at Slippery Rock Church in Ellwood City.   

 

The PW Circle from Third Church was welcomed at Northminster, and will become a new Circle there.  

The women at Northminster are very excited to have a PW group again. 

 

Evangelism 

TE Sean Hall reported that the committee is trying to have conversations with people to find out what 

is important to them.  They are also trying to get churches out into their communities to discover what 

connections they have and what connections they can make.  A questionnaire has been circulated, and 

an electronic version will be placed on eLink in an effort to get more responses. 

 

Mission, Communication, & Stewardship 

No report 

 

Nominations 

No report 

 

Session Records 

No report – to become a Work Group 

 

 

Report of the Executive Presbyter 

TE Ralph Hawkins reported that we have become the Administrative Support Staff for the Fellowship 

Community.  The transition was smooth and things are going well.   

 

Nathan Leslie and his wife have adopted a son, and the Bessemer Church will baptize him this month.  

Rich Byerly (Mahoning) has had some serious health issues lately.  Julia Williamson will be moving to 

Ohio, where her husband has taken a call.  Andrew Jillson and Bill Crooks have both retired this 

summer.  David Clark has finished his call at Moravia.  Ray Bartholomew has been suffering with 

some serious health issues this summer. 

 



Stated Presbytery Meeting 

The proposed schedule and docket were approved with the requested time allotments.  The next 

meeting of Presbytery will be on Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at Lebanon Presbyterian Church in 

Mercer, PA.     

 

RE Judy Veon closed the meeting with prayer at 11:20 AM.  Council will next meet on Tuesday, 

November 7, 2017 at Northminster Presbyterian Church in New Castle. 


