
LEADERFEST 2017 

Saturday, January 14, 2017 
8:30 am—1:30 pm 

New Wilmington Presbyterian Church 

& Westminster College 

New Wilmington, PA 

Seeking the Peace of the City 

(or Small Town):  
    Living in Hope with God's Heart for 

  Western Pennsylvania 
   Keynote by Byron Borger 

Registration Form 
Name ________________________________ 

Church _______________________________ 

Home Address _________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

E-mail Address _________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Workshop Choices (please choose one that 

begins with the letter A and one that begins with 

the letter B): ___________________________ 

___ My registration fee is enclosed. 

___ My registration fee is being sent by the 

church. 

___ I will attend lunch. 

Dietary Restrictions _____________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Child care needs _______________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

Registration is $20/person. Young leaders 

(ages 14-22) pay $5/person. 

Early birds pay only $15/person if registered 

by January 2. 

Churches may send as many leaders as they’d 

like for $100 (but all must register by Jan. 2). 

 

Please make all checks payable to: 

Shenango Presbytery 
Complete this form and send it with your fee 

to: 

Presbytery Center 

4197 New Castle Rd. 

Pulaski, PA 16143 

*Don’t forget to make note of your 

workshop choices! 

You may also register (and pay via 

PayPal) online at www.shenango.org. 

Registration 
Cost is $20/person, which includes meals. Early 

birds who register by January 2 pay only $15! 

Churches may send as many leaders as they’d 

like for only $100 (but all must be registered by 

Jan. 2; it will be $20/person after that). Young 

leaders (ages 14-22) pay $5/person. To register, 

complete the attached form and mail it to the 

address indicated or register (and pay via 

PayPal) online at www.shenango.org. 

Meals 
Continental breakfast available upon arrival. 

Please plan to stay for lunch at 12:30pm, which 

will be held at New Wilmington Presbyterian 

Church. 

Child Care 
Limited child care is available. Please list 

children’s names and ages on registration form 

and register by Jan. 2. 

Schedule of Events 

New Wilmington Presbyterian Church 

8:30 –8:55 Registration/ 

  Breakfast 
 

9:00 –10:00 Worship/ 

  Keynote 
 

Westminster College—Old Main 

10:15 –11:15 (A) Workshops 
 

11:15 –11:25 Break 
 

11:25 –12:25 (B) Workshops 
 

New Wilmington Presbyterian Church 

12:30  Lunch 

Parking/Arrival 
Please park near New Wilmington Presbyterian 

Church and Old Main. Signs will be posted, and 

volunteers will be available if you need 

assistance. Upon arriving, please proceed to 

NWPC for registration, breakfast, and morning 

worship/keynote. 

*Please do not park by Patterson Hall or Orr 

Auditorium. 

Young Leaders 
Churches are encouraged to send high school 

students and young adults. The registration fee 

is $5/person. Workshops specifically for Young 

Leaders are marked with a *YL. 

Questions 
Andrea Hall, 

Moderator of Christian Education Committee: 

andreabhall@gmail.com 
 

Presbytery Office: 

office@shenango.org 

or 724-528-1610 
 

 

Byron Borger, 
along with his wife, 
Beth, own and 
operate Hearts & 
Minds, an 
independent 
Christian bookstore 
in Dallastown, PA, 
which they have 
run for 33 

years. Before opening the bookstore, they 
worked in campus ministry for the Coalition for 
Christian Outreach in McKeesport and 
Pittsburgh, and he served as associate director 
of the Thomas Merton Center in Pittsburgh. 
Byron graduated from IUP with an MA in speech 
pathology in 1976 and later earned a Masters in 
Higher Education at Geneva College. He was 
recently awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Geneva College. 

Our Speaker 

Jeremiah 29:7 exhorts us to seek the 

welfare of the place where God has 

placed us. You will enjoy our energetic 

speaker as he invites us to a big 

hope, even if it is lived out in small 

ways in the ordinary life of our  

ordinary churches. 



(A) Workshops 
A1. “Bread for the Journey: Reading as a Spiritual 

Discipline” -Byron Borger 

With fast-paced lives and a changing culture, it is helpful 
to be reminded of why the practice of regular reading is 
vital for nurturing Christian insight and faithfulness and 
why books can be an enduring tool for Kingdom 
discipleship and disciple-making. Recall the importance 
of reading widely and learn about recent resources that 
could be helpful to deepen one's calling and to 
encourage the spiritual depth, missional energy and 
health of the local congregation. Books mentioned will 
be available for purchase.  
 
A2. “Serving on an Empty Stomach” -Mike Haddox *YL 
Planning for the future can be scary. As we prepare to 
leave home, graduate or start a new job, it is easy to 
become overwhelmed with feeling we have “enough” to 
get by. How do we serve our community when we often 
are afraid we won’t have “enough” for ourselves. 
 
A3. “Backyard Bible School: Taking Bible School out 
into the Neighborhood” -Debbie Derrenbacher 
If you are tired of old methods and expensive VBS 
curriculum, you might want to make something old into 
something new. Or you want to do an outreach program 
in addition to VBS. This is an outreach program that 
takes Bible school to people’s backyards. Come learn 
how to do this in your neighborhood. 
 
A4. “Clerks and Church: The Essential Guide to Record-
Keeping and Church Order” -Amy Na 
Make time today, clerks and pastors, to understand our 
polity and appreciate our records! Keep on taking notes! 
Who is the clerk and what does s/he do? Come find out! 
 
A5. “Short-Term Mission Trips” -Augie Hurst 
Are you looking to make a long-term impact in the life of 
a young person, adult or entire family in your 
congregation? Then consider organizing or attending a 
short-term mission trip. Augie has led over 25 short-
term mission trips over the past 15 years for local 
congregations. This workshop will include ideas on how 
to choose a trip for your group and how to raise funds, 
as well as how to train a mission team and invest in the  
lives of those you seek to serve on the mission field. 

A6.“On Being Joyful Stewards” -Paul Votaw 
There is a temptation to compartmentalize our lives and 
in so doing we compartmentalize stewardship. In this 
seminar we will look at stewardship as a way of life. 
Discussion will include: stewardship defined, hindrances 
to faithful stewardship, disciplines of stewardship, 
helpful resources, teaching stewardship at home and in 
your church, creating a stewardship church, and 
attitudes of a dynamic steward.  At the end of our 
session, we will take an offering to see how much 
progress we have made. 
 
A7. “Let the Youth Say, ‘Take Me to Church!’” -Ray 
Medina and Brett Householder 
Living in hope for the next generation can be difficult 
when only a handful of teens show up to church and 
when many youth group graduates shed their faith like 
an out-of-date jacket once they hit college. This 
workshop advances the conversation around helping the 
church become a place where teens connect to the Body 
of Christ and hear Jesus’ call to a lifelong journey. We 
will use principles informed by the Sticky Faith 
movement, Young Life, as well as our combined 30 years 
of youth ministry experience. This workshop is for 
pastors, parishioners, and parents hoping to revitalize 
youth ministry in their churches and seek shalom on 
behalf of youth in western PA. 
 

A8. “’Extended Service of the Communion of the 
Church’ and Other Practical Ways to Serve Long-
Standing, Faithful Members” -Alan Adams 

For the first 400 years of the Reformed Church, the 
dispersal of the sacraments was reserved for clergy only. 
Seventeen years ago, the 211th General Assembly 
changed all that with the addition of the ‘Extended 
Serving of the Communion of the Church.’ This change 
brought great opportunity and great responsibility to 
our churches. However, today, many homebound 
members report long intervals without communion, 
effectively, being excommunicated from the fellowship. 
Come and hear how a well planned program of 
‘Extended Service’ can be a blessing to all our members - 
at home and at church. 

(B) Workshops 
B9. “Bread for the Journey: Reading as a Spiritual 
Discipline” -Byron Borger 
See description under A1. 
 
B10. “Just Keep Swimming” -Mike Haddox *YL 
Pursuing peace takes perseverance. However, even as 
young leaders, we sometimes lack the energy to get 
going. So, what happens when ministry and serving 
leave us feeling tired and burned out? Come listen to 
some tips from a fish and her friends about persevering 
in ministry, service and life. 
 
B11.“Living in Cultural Exile” -Stan Keehlwetter 
What are we to do when it seems that the culture in 
which we live is totally foreign in regard to biblical 
values? The Prophet Jeremiah had some good advice for 
those who would find themselves living in the foreign 
city of Babylon during the exile. That counsel is still 
relevant today. 
 
B12. “It Works!” -Don Stanley 
This workshop  is aimed at those who lead youth groups 
in their local church. Each participant is asked to bring 
one (or more!) resources that they have used in their 
youth leadership, and be prepared to share how they 
have used it, and how it has worked. It could be a 
curriculum, a DVD series, a website, etc. Hopefully we'll 
all go back to our churches inspired and better prepared 
to lead.  
 
B13. “Tell it Like it is, Session!” -Ralph Hawkins 
Much of the unnecessary friction and frustration in our 
congregations can be traced back to poor or absent 
communication. But when the people of God know what 
is going on, who is in charge, and where they are 
headed, they are much more open and able to join in 
God’s good work. Join our EP in a workshop on good 
communication for Ruling Elders and their sessions.  
 

B14. “Traumatic Stress Management” -David 
Williamson 
During any crisis, the primary objective is the 
preservation of life, so we tend to focus on physical and 
safety needs. But how can we address the emotional 
and spiritual needs that arise in traumatic 
situations? Learn some simple, yet powerful tools that 
you can use to bring healing and peace to people in 
need ... including yourself. 
 
B15. “Multimedia in Worship” -Greg Hartung and Dave 
Roberts, Presbyterian Media Mission 
Come talk about everything from video projection to flat 
screens in worship! We’ll offer some of the dos and 
don'ts for using video in a worship space. We’ll get 
creative with the possibilities. What about costs? What 
program or software should we use? Bring your 
questions to this workshop because one size doesn't fit 
all! 
 

B16.  “Seeking God's Wisdom in Global Partnerships”  

-Denise Sciuto and the Sudan Team 
How does Shenango Presbytery's 22-year partnership 
with the Presbyterian Church in Sudan (and now South 
Sudan) strengthen our congregations and their local 
outreach? Come discuss what partnership really means 
and how the partnership with The Sudan Presbyterian 
Evangelical Church has had an impact on our 
congregations. Bring your questions and your ideas, as 
we seek to learn from our partners and improve our 
outreach both globally and locally.  
 
B17. “Surprise the World” -Sean Hall and the 
Evangelism Committee 
Join us as we tell you about an upcoming Presbytery-
wide challenge incorporating Michael Frost’s book about 
the five habits of highly missional people. We will 
discuss concrete ideas that you can use to be a blessing 
to your neighbors in your local community. 


