
The Presbytery of Shenango 

General Council Meeting 

April 3, 2018 

Coolspring Presbyterian Church, Mercer, PA 

 

Moderator, RE Judy Veon opened the meeting at 9:42 AM with prayer and devotions from the book 

“Blessed Are The Crazy” by Sarah Griffith Lund and Acts 16.    

 

The roll was taken with the following individuals in attendance: 

 

 Ralph Hawkins  Adam Rodgers 

 Dotty Mariner   Mark Frailey 

 Tom Eidenmuller  Carol Mounts 

 Tod Custer   Bill McKnight 

 Nathan Leslie   Bob McCreight 

 Nancy Aubel   Judy Veon 

 Andrea Hall   Sean Hall 

 David Wilson 

   

The minutes from the January 30, 2018 Council meeting were approved as presented.   

 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

TE Ralph Hawkins went over the upcoming meetings of Council and Presbytery.     

 

Rev. Hawkins called attention to the recent vote by the Harlansburg Presbyterian Church (22-0) to seek 

dismissal to another reformed body.   

 

On behalf of the Steering Committee, Rev. Hawkins along with TE Tod Custer and TE Augie Hurst are 

revising the Presbytery’s By-Laws and Manual of Operations. 

 

Committees of Council 

 

Steering 

RE Judy Veon reiterated the Harlansburg vote, the update of the By-Laws and Manual of Operations, 

as well as mentioned that the Beaver-Butler team has been meeting and will report later this morning. 

 

Operating Budget 
RE Tom Eidenmuller explained that the committee met last week.  The committee has decided that 

there is not enough extra money in the budget at this time to make the requested donation to Camp 

Lambec for their fundraising campaign.  However, the committee is recommending that an offering be 

taken at the next presbytery meeting for that purpose.  Council agreed with the recommendation. 

 

An audit review of the books was discussed.  Treasurer Bill McKnight extensively explained the 

options for audit reviews going forward, as well as introduced a new financial report for Council.  As 

the discussion progressed, it was decided that professional audit services will be discontinued for the 

time being, and the Nominating Committee will be asked to find 2 individuals to form a Financial 

Review Committee, which will be elected annually by the presbytery.  This form of financial review 

will be discussed again next spring. 

 



Personnel Committee 
No report. 

 

Presbytery Aid Fund 

No report. 

 

Property  
TE Hawkins report in the absence of RE Rich Arnold.  The Shenango Presbyterian Church would like 

to sell their manse, as it has not been in use for several years.  Council granted permission for 

Shenango Church to pursue a sale. 

 

Worship 

TE Adam Rodgers reported that Grove City College no longer has any affiliation with the Presbyterian 

Church (USA), and TE Stan Keehlwetter will be retiring from his position as Chaplain this year.  

Keehlwetter has suggested that we pursue other locations for future February presbytery meetings. 

 

Beaver-Butler Team 

TE Tod Custer reported that we have been in dialogue with Beaver-Butler Presbytery for quite some 

time.  Beaver-Butler has been looking at their future as they transition into the retirement of their 

executive.  A team from Shenango has been meeting, and will continue to meet, with a team from 

Beaver-Butler to discuss a potential common way forward. 

 

Committees of Presbytery 

 

Camps and Conferences 

No report. 

 

Christian Education 

No report. 

 

Leadership Development Team 

TE Ralph Hawkins reported in the absence of TE David Dobi.  The Spring Pastor retreat is coming up 

with Michelle Snyder.  There are more than 30 individuals registered to attend this retreat. 

 

Committee on Ministry 

RE David Wilson reported that the committee is updating, revising, and consolidating their current 

policies and practices.   

 

Preparation for Ministry 

TE Bob McCreight reported that presbytery approved the ordination of Carolyn Moss at the February 

stated meeting.  Evan Wildhack, a candidate under care, has been working at an internship in the mid-

west, and may look at ordination in June.  Aaron Christy, a candidate under care, is looking to complete 

the ordination process in the next few months.  There are two other candidates who are not active at 

this time, but remain on the roll.  There are also two inquirers currently on the roll.  In addition, there is 

one new CRE under their care. 

 

Presbyterian Women 

RE Nancy Aubel explained that PW has been sitting on a sum of money designated for a dining hall at 

Westminster Highlands.  With the closing of Westminster Highlands, PW has been asked by the 



Camping Association to re-designate the money to be used towards the new water system at Camp 

Lambec.  PW has agreed to do so, and will transfer the money to the Camping Association when the 

CD matures this spring.  

 

Spring Gathering will take place on April 21st.  Churchwide Gathering will take place in Louisville, KY 

in August – Incoming PW Moderator Sue Black and PW Treasurer Janice McElhinny will represent 

Shenango.   

 

Nancy thanked Council for her time on the body representing PW.  Her term has ended as PW 

Moderator and Sue Black will be taking over for the next two years. 

 

Evangelism 

TE Sean Hall shared that they have been searching for individuals in our congregations that are pre-

disposed to evangelism.  Any names are welcome. 

 

Mission, Communication, & Stewardship 

No report. 

 

Nominations 

TE Hawkins reported that they are about 60% finished with the nominations slate that will appear in 

the June meeting packet. 

 

Report of the Executive Presbyter 
TE Hawkins reported that he is excited about the upcoming Pastor Retreat with Michelle Snyder.  He 

explained that he has been doing a lot of Deacon training lately, and is proud of the different things our 

churches are trying. 

 

Stated Presbytery Meeting 

The proposed schedule and docket were approved with the requested time allotments.  The docket has 

been arranged to accommodate times for worship, business, and engagement to make the meetings as 

meaningful as possible.  The next meeting of Presbytery will be on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 

Bessemer Presbyterian Church.     

 

TE Ralph Hawkins closed the meeting with prayer at 11:30 AM.  Council will next meet on Tuesday, 

June 5, 2018 at Sandy Lake Presbyterian Church. 


