
General Council 

September 4, 2018 

Hillside Presbyterian Church, Greenville, PA 

 

Moderator Andrea Hall called the meeting to order at 9:37 AM with prayer and devotions from Charles 

Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening.  Rev. Sean Hall welcomed everyone and gave local arrangements. 

 

The following members were present: 

 Jeff Black    Carol Mounts 

 Tom Eidenmuller   Bill McKnight 

 Bill Crooks    Jeff Prokovich 

 Susan Black    Rich Arnold 

 Bob McCreight   Andrea Hall 

 Sean Hall    Rick Vogeley 

 Sean Brubaker   Tod Custer 

 Augie Hurst    Nathan Leslie 

 Lisa Hickman    Matt Camlin 

 Mark Frailey    Lee Kirchhofer  

 

Minutes from the June and special called August meeting were approved as presented. 

 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

Matt Camlin presented the dates of upcoming Council and Presbytery meetings, as well as items that he 

has already received for the Consent Agenda. 

 

Work of Council 

Steering  

Andrea Hall presented a list of the 2018-2019 Coordinating Council Committees, as well as a list of 

Temporary Pastoral Leadership Contact Information. 

 

The Steering Committee discussed the duties of former EP/SC Ralph Hawkins, and wanted to provide a 

way for churches and pastors to know who to contact if a problem or need arose.  

 

Beaver-Butler Team 

TE Augie Hurst presented a written report of the work of the task force.  In August, the task force and 

the Council met with Michele Snyder, a consultant with Holy Cow Consulting.  Michele will meet with 

the discernment team from Beaver-Butler presbytery in early September.  She will then call a joint 

meeting of both teams in mid-September and will give a report at the Joint Presbytery Meeting on 

September 26, 2018. 

 

The Shenango Task Force will meet in October to begin formulating a recommendation for Council to 

consider.  That recommendation will be presented to Council at their stated November meeting. 

 

Operating Budget 

RE Tom Eidenmuller reported that they met in August and discussed the per capita.  The committee 

decided, with Rev. Hawkins’ departure, that they would not raise the per capita for 2019.  They will 

implement the discount in 2019 for churches that pay the full amount of their per capita.  Council 

approved the 2019 Operating Budget as presented.  The budget will be presented at the September 

Presbytery meeting for a first viewing, with a final vote in November. 



 

They will consolidate multiple CDs into a few larger CDs to make better use of interest rates.  The 

committee is recommending that the Corporate Officers replace Rev. Hawkins as check signers in the 

interim.  Council agreed to the recommendation. 

 

Current check signers will include: 

 

 President- Elder Rich Arnold 

 Vice President- Elder Tom Eidenmuller 

 Secretary- Elder Carol Mounts 

 Treasurer- Elder Bill McKnight 

 Financial Secretary- Shari Getway 

 Mission Committee- Denise Sciuto (signer on Mission Checking only) 

 

 

Treasurer, Bill McKnight discussed that the expense for providing insurance on church buildings 

currently in our possession will be transferred to the Church Development account.  This has been done 

because any monies received from the sale of a church building would go the Church Development 

account. 

 

He also discussed the issue of the Presbytery credit card issued to Ralph Hawkins.  He is 

recommending that there be tighter controls in place in the future if a credit card is issued to Ralph’s 

successor. 

 

Personnel 

TE Nathan Leslie reported that the committee is recommending giving the Financial Secretary and 

Executive Secretary/Associate Clerk a 4% raise in 2019.  Council approved the increase. 

 

Presbytery Aid Fund 

No report. 

 

Property 

RE Rich Arnold reported that their focus right now is on needed repairs at the presbytery office.  There 

are necessary repairs on the back exit door, as well as the trim around the top of the building.  They are 

looking at gathering some volunteers for a work day to scrape and re-paint window trim and porches. 

 

Worship 

TE Lisa Hickman reported that plans are underway for worship at the September presbytery meeting.  

Council approved serving communion during the worship service. 

 

Nominations 

RE Carol Mounts reported that she was successful in recruiting RE Lee Kirchhofer for a vacancy on 

Council.  She is still contacting others for the remaining vacancies. 

 

Work of Presbytery 

Committee on Ministry (COM) 

TE Rick Vogeley reported on behalf of Dave Wilson.  The committee spent some time with TE 

Hawkins, as he updated them on the pastors and churches in the presbytery.  They have also spent some 

time with TE Bill Crooks, bringing him up to date on the pastors and churches. 



 

TE Bill Crooks reported that he has started the work of meeting with pastors and checking in on them.  

He also conducted an exit interview with TE Amy Na as she has accepted a call in another Presbytery. 

 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) 

TE Bob McCreight reported that the committee will meet in September.  Two inquirers have requested 

to become candidates.  Calyn Stevwing has graduated from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and 

would like to come before the presbytery with her statement of motivation and sense of call.  The 

committee plans to bring Calyn to the September presbytery meeting to present her statement.  Jim 

Moose has passed all five of his ordination exams, and is ready to move to the next step in the process.  

Bob is suggesting that the September meeting be an informational sharing meeting in regards to Jim’s 

situation.  He will ask for Jim to present his statement of motivation and sense of call in November.   

 

Mission, Communication, and Stewardship (MCS) 

TE Sean Brubaker relayed that the committee has decided to change their name to simply The Mission 

Committee so that they might better relate to the mission committees of our congregations.  They held 

a mission dinner at the New Wilmington Mission Conference that was successful.  They will also be 

reporting at the September presbytery meeting on the Sudan Mission Network meeting that occurred 

during NWMC.  

 

Christian Education 

No report. 

 

Leadership Development 

No report. 

 

Evangelism 

TE Sean Hall reported that they have decided to change their name as well - to better identify them as 

the committee that helps churches be who Jesus called them to be.  They are discussing options and 

will return to the November Council meeting with their choice. 

 

Presbyterian Women 

RE Susan Black relayed that they will hold their annual Spiritual Gathering on September 22nd at North 

Liberty Presbyterian Church with a bible study and workshop focus on the mission project Days for 

Girls. 

 

They have submitted two grants.  One to the denomination’s Thank Offering for the Iglesia Church in 

the Dominican Republic for their retreat center. The other to the Synod of the Trinity for monies for a 

van and some prosthetic devices also for the Iglesia Church. 

 

Their Fall Gathering is on October 20th, where they will celebrate 30 years of combined women’s 

ministry of the northern and southern churches.  Council approved PW to serve communion at their 

Fall Gathering.  

 

Camps and Conferences 

TE Rick Vogeley reported that Camp Lambec had a good summer of camping programs and are 

working on a permanent solution to the water issues.  Westminster Highlands will be put up for sale in 

the near future.  The board is in discussions with nearby camps to discern their future. 

 



Stated Presbytery Meeting 

TE Matt Camlin will prepare a docket based on the requested time allotments.  The next stated 

Presbytery meeting will be held on September 25, 2018 at Westminster College as a joint meeting with 

the Beaver-Butler Presbytery.  RE Andrea Hall adjourned the meeting with prayer at 11:45 AM.  

Council will next meet November 6, 2018 at North Liberty Presbyterian Church.   


